MUSIC SERViCE
When should a child start on a musical instrument?

	Violin/Viola


	Year 2, 3 or year 4 at the latest. If a child is to reach a good standard, an early start is essential. It is only the exceptional child who succeeds on the instrument after a late start.
Instruments are provided for the first year.



	Cello/Double Bass


	Year 3 or 4.The size of the instrument prevents an earlier start, and even in Years 4/5 the physical size of the child will be a factor in assessing aptitude for the instrument.


	Flute/Clarinet


	Recorder and fife can begin in Year 3.All pupils wishing to start should be assessed by the teacher first.Pupils need to have second teeth.
Clarinet/flute Year 4 on full size instruments.Clarineo and curved head flutes Year 3.

	Oboe/Bassoon


	Unless a child is assessed as having exceptional ability,these instruments are best left until Year 7.An earlier start is not advisable.

	Brass


	Year 4 is early enough however if a child has their second teeth then they could start in Year 3.As with woodwind.starting a brass instrument too early is not advisable.The physical size of a child will be a factor in assessing aptitude for the larger brass instruments.


	Harp
	Year 2 a range of lap-harps are used for the smaller beginner. We can offer harp lessons through the medium of Welsh or English. Please note your preference on the registration form.


How should children be selected?
1.  Schools should nominate children and should have that nomination endorsed in writing from the parents, to ensure that there will be home support.

2. Peripatetic staff will give each child an aptitude test appropriate to the instrument concerned.  This may take one of several forms:

a)  A one off aptitude test.

b)  A trial period on the instrument.

c) In the case of woodwind, a possible trial period on recorder to assess aptitude.

* A child wishing to give up an instrument may only do so with the written consent   

   of the parents.

* New pupils may start on an instrument only when there is a vacancy.
